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Still Life with Octopus (I)
Tania Hershman

IMPOSSIBLE ARCHETYPE ISSUE 11



PAGE 6

gallery of blood hearts
Michael Russell
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The Lot at Food Farm
Casey Charles

IMPOSSIBLE ARCHETYPE ISSUE 11



PAGE 10

Making Unfriendly
Daniel Edward Moore
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Wood grain
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Consciousness
Eric Norris
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Portrait of My Wife as an Ordnance Survey Map
Vron McIntyre
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Date Night with the Ghost of You
Joe Babcock
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paradox in which the poet is a boy
Liam Strong
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The boy on the back of the scooter
Tim Kiely
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The Procedure
David Meischen
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Snowdrops
Jeff Mann
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Ex
Dale Booton
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The Quiet Boy at Camp
Robert Carr
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Investigation
Yakov Azriel
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Nocturnal Omissions
JP Seabright
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Five Days in LA
Collin Kelley
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Fool Me Twice
Ron Mohring
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Whitmanesque
Derek Coyle
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Super Store
Jes Battis
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The Firing Squad Dream
Timothy Robbins
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Serpent Alarm
Jamie Wyatt
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Carol
Paul Maddern
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Joe
James McDermott
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Inherited
Gregg Shapiro
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Painting the Flower
Anne Myles
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I emerge from crying on the coats at a New Year’s Eve party so 
you give me a beer & put your hand on the small of my back

J. Freeborn
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Ungovernable Bodies 60: Michael
Jee Leong Koh
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Snow drop
David Nash
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The Concierge
Brooklyn Baggett
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My Animal, My Age
Cherry Smyth
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A Bowl
Victor Barnuevo Velasco
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Hunger
Elizabeth Gibson
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Facebooking the boy I first had sex with
Jaime Lock
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stop signs
nat raum
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Material Safety Data Sheet

MSDS No. 0001

Fireball Cinnamon Whiskey

375 mL bottle

Section 1 - Physical Description

when you were four or five, you were obsessed with stop signs and the number nineteen, convinced 

you’d have it together enough by your last teenage year that you’d have seen as many different stop 

signs in that time. at some point, you also started counting the fence placards that bore their maker’s 

names, long and pyle. despite obsessing over stops and walls, despite your cautious existence that 

told you not to drink until college, you forgot about boundaries or control the second you realized 

how good cinnamon whiskey tasted with dr. pepper.

Section 2 - Hazardous Ingredients

the full contents of the bottle you kept in the drawer under your bed and only pulled out once 

everyone who could hold the franzia bag for you went to their rooms to hook up on halloween and 

you called your best friend; the twelve or so drinks you took out of a handle earlier at the party and 

marked on your arm with a green sharpie; the bag of pinot grigio unboxed, passed around once 

uninvited guests arrived, settling in your stomach as you slide upright down the surface of the front 

door you’re leaning on, avalanche of your weak black-nyloned legs splayed on concrete dorm floor.

Section 3 - Hazards Identification

EMERGENCY 

OVERVIEW

EFFECTS OF 

OVEREXPOSURE

liquid somewhere between tawny and amber. low-proof but surprisingly sharp to 

taste, unless diluted with a chaser, in which case exercise extreme caution to limit 

exposure and consumption. corrosive to liver and sense of self-worth, as you may 

realize you’re not getting enough attention and invite a stranger to cuddle in your 

bed.

ingestion of any amount with other alcohol: it’s likely you’ll feel the exact shift in 

the way you’re blacked out, the icy jolt from blur to static in your head when all of 

a sudden your stockinged legs don’t feel nearly as nice between the sheets of your 

own bed, once you realize you’re stuck here and not wasted anymore but you’re 

not here either. you’re elsewhere in the dark while your eyes bore into the 

polaroids taped to your wall and you try not to cry or even make a sound when he 

reaches under your bodysuit.

Section 4 - First Aid Measures

INGESTION remember your childhood lust for barriers and seize the moment of silence after 

you hear the bathroom door close. throw his khakis and belt into the hallway and 

lock the door behind you. bite your lip and try not to breathe when he jiggles the 

handle and knocks again and again.
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Lotus
Cyril Wong
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Death and Taxes
Denis Harnedy
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Two stories without endings
Ed Madden
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ad perficiendum
Richard Leis
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Enflamed
Raymond Luczak
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Pastel
Melissa Cannon
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Passer, Passerus
John Bartlett
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Sometimes I Want To Brancusi You
Phillip Watts Brown
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but I thought of you the entire time
Don Cellini
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Pink fur purr
Deirdre Maultsaid
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Still Life with Shadow
Scott Wiggerman
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10° above South–South–West
John F Murphy
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Where Else
Lee Patton
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To the Ends of the Earth
Ryan Wong
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Love Poem with Heatwave
Michael McKimm
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Contributor’s Notes
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http://www.doncellini.com/
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http://www.taniahershman.com/
http://richardleis.com/
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http://raymondluczak.com/
http://www.the-river-mill.co.uk/
https://deirdremaultsaid.com/ 
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http://www.michaelmckimm.co.uk/swimming-pool-poems/
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http://www.cherrysmyth.com/
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http://www.inkspiraldesign.com/
http://www.facebook.com/inkspiraldesign
http://astintinyourspotlight.wordpress.com/
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2022 FORWARD PRIZE FOR BEST SINGLE POEM 
NOMINATIONS:

11
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